Cooperative Programs
Several State and Federal agencies have cooperated to tabulate drainage areas for streams in West Virginia over the past 20 years. 
Calculation Methods
The River Basin boundaries were outlined on USGS 7'^-minute topographic quadrangles along divides indicated by elevation contours. Drainage boundaries were then traced for tributaries within the River Basin boundaries having drainage areas of approximately 2 to 5 square miles or larger. The drainage areas, stream miles, latitudes, and longitudes of the divisions were determined with an electronic digitizer or calculated by application of a geographic information system. The area in each quadrangle was measured and compared with the areas of quadrilaterals of the Earth's surface of 7 /2-minutes in latitude and longitude, found in the "Inter-Agency Coordination of Drainage Area Data" (1951) . The total calculated areas were then adjusted to agree with the total area of the 7'/2-minute topographic quadrangles. Drainage areas are accumulated and are accurate to three significant figures, although some areas are reported to greater than three significant figures for accounting purposes. River miles were measured from the stream mouth to the point of drainage-area determination and reported to the nearest one-tenth of a mile for the tributary streams. Previously established river miles presented on the USGS 7'/2~ minute topographic quadrangles were reported for the Ohio River main stem. The latitude and longitude at the point of drainage-area determination were reported to the nearest second.
Uses of Drainage Areas
In many regression equations developed for hydraulic assessments, drainage area is used as an independent variable. Drainage area was determined to be the most significant independent variable in USGS studies that developed equations for estimating low flows (Friel and others, 1989) , peak discharges (Runner, 1980) , and peak stages (Wiley, 1987) . These equations are used by resource managers and governmental agencies to assist in regulating effluents, designing bridges and culverts, and determining the magnitude and extent of flooding.
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Drainage-Area Reports
Seven USGS Open-File Reports describe the areas of the seven regions shown in figure 1. These reports, in the 
